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(57) ABSTRACT

An SCR-catalytically active diesel particle filter having a
ceramic wall flow filter substrate with inflow channels, out-
flow channels, walls separating the inflow and outflow chan-
nels, and two coatings. The first coating is applied in inflow
channels, is composed of high-melting point materials, and
closes the inflow sides of pores in walls connecting the inflow
channels and outflow channels to soot particles without pre-
venting passage of gaseous exhaust gas constituents. The
second coating is within the walls between inflow channels
and outflow channels, and effectively catalyzes the selective
reduction of nitrogen oxides when in the presence of a reduc-
ing agent. The particle filter displays excellent banking-up
pressure properties combined with high filtration efficiency
and good regeneration properties; and displays good aging
stability of NOx conversion activity.
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1
REDUCTION-CATALYST-COATED DIESEL
PARTICLE FILTER HAVING IMPROVED
CHARACTERISTICS

The invention relates to a reduction-catalyst-coated diesel
particle filter which has improved properties and is suitable
for removing diesel soot and nitrogen oxides from the exhaust
gas of diesel engines, in particular in vehicles.

The exhaust gas from motor vehicles powered by diesel
engines contains not only carbon monoxide (CO) and nitro-
gen oxides (NO_) but also constituents which originate from
incomplete combustion of the fuel in the combustion chamber
of the cylinder. These include residual hydrocarbons (HC),
which are usually likewise present predominantly in gaseous
form, and particle emissions, also referred to as “diesel soot”
or “soot particles”. These are complex agglomerates of pre-
dominantly carbon-containing solid particles and an adhering
liquid phase which usually consists mostly of relatively long-
chain hydrocarbon condensates. The liquid phase adhering to
the solid constituents is also referred to as “soluble organic
fraction, SOF” or “volatile organic fraction, VOF”.

Gaseous residual hydrocarbons (HC) and carbon monox-
ide (CO) are typically removed by passing the exhaust gas
over a conventional diesel oxidation catalyst. Particle filters
are used for removing particle emissions. Reduction in the
amount of nitrogen oxides in lean-burn diesel engine exhaust
gases, i.e. from exhaust gases which have a superstoichiomet-
ric oxygen content, can be effected, for example, by means of
the “SCR process” (SCR=selective catalytic reduction). In
the SCR process, the exhaust gas from which nitrogen oxides
are to be removed is passed after addition of ammonia or a
compound which can be decomposed into ammonia as reduc-
ing agent over a specially formulated catalyst (“SCR cata-
lyst”) which effectively catalyzes comproportionation of the
nitrogen oxides with ammonia to form nitrogen.

As a result of the increasingly demanding legal emission
regulations, the systematic combination of a plurality of
exhaust gas purification functions is becoming evermore
important. Thus, to adhere to future limits, the combination of
measures within the engine with catalytic exhaust gas after-
treatment of only some exhaust gas components will foresee-
ably no longer be sufficient. In particular, it appears to be
necessary to remove both nitrogen oxides and particles by
means of the catalytic exhaust gas after-treatment for purifi-
cation of diesel exhaust gases.

Various solutions for this have been proposed in the prior
art. Thus, for example, EP 1 054 722 discloses an exhaust gas
purification system for the treatment of combustion exhaust
gas containing NO_ and solid particles, which purification
system comprises an oxidation catalyst, a particle filter and an
SCR catalyst in combination and in this order. The oxidation
catalyst is effective for converting at least part of the NO, in
the NO, into NO, and thus increasing the NO, content of the
exhaust gas. On the downstream side of this, there is a fines
filter and an SCR catalyst. Between these two devices, there is
arranged an injection device for a reduction liquid via which
the required reducing agent for nitrogen oxide reduction is
introduced into the exhaust gas from a source independent of
the engine before the exhaust gas enters the SCR catalyst.

DE 103 23 607 also discloses an apparatus for purifying the
exhaust gases containing nitrogen oxides and soot particles
from an internal combustion engine, which comprises an
oxidation catalyst, a particle filter and an SCR catalyst. This
apparatus is characterized in that the SCR catalyst together
with the particle filter are combined to form a structural unit
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which cannot be separated into SCR catalyst and particle
filter without destroying the SCR catalyst and/or the particle
filter.

EP 0 789 135 discloses an exhaust gas purification appa-
ratus comprising filter elements for collecting particles from
the exhaust gas of a diesel engine, electric wire meshes which
are arranged on the inflow side of the filter elements and
porous, ceramic elements at the outflow side of the filter
elements. The ceramic elements are characterized in that they
are formed by a large number of cells which are filled with
granules having a brownmillerite structure and are therefore
suitable for reducing the amount of NO, in the exhaust gas.

DE 102 38 770 by the applicant describes an apparatus for
removing soot particles from the exhaust gas of a diesel
engine, which has a wall flow filter which has alternately
closed flow channels for the exhaust gas. The exhaust gas
introduced into the inflow channels has to flow through the
porous channel walls of the flow channels into the outflow
channels. Additional structures for exhaust gas treatment are
provided in the inflow and/or outflow channels of the filter.
The channel walls of the flow channels and the additional
structures are provided with a catalyst layer. The filter func-
tion of the porous channel walls and the catalytic function of
the catalyst layer present on the additional structures are
largely separate from one another. Here, the different func-
tions preferably supplement one another, as a result of which
a higher efficiency in the exhaust gas treatment is achieved at
a low construction volume of the apparatus according to the
invention. Depending on the desired catalytic functions, the
filter can contain different, catalytically active coatings, thus
also SCR-catalytically active coatings.

EP 1 663 458 discloses a catalytic product which com-
prises a wall flow filter substrate and an SCR catalyst com-
position. The SCR catalyst composition is applied as a coat-
ing which penetrates through the walls of the wall flow filter
substrate in a concentration of at least 7926 g/1. The wall flow
filter substrate has a wall porosity of at least 50% at an average
pore size of at least 5 um. In addition, a use method based on
the use of this component and a corresponding exhaust gas
purification system in which not only the abovementioned
catalytic product but also an upstream oxidation catalyst and
an injection facility which is arranged between oxidation
catalyst and catalytic product and is designed for injection of
reducing agent from a source independent of the engine are
used are disclosed.

U.S. Pat. No. 7,264,785 describes a process for the selec-
tive catalytic reduction of nitrogen oxides in exhaust gases
from lean-burn vehicle engines using an exhaust gas purifi-
cation system. This exhaust gas purification system com-
prises a first SCR catalyst which effectively catalyzes the
selective catalytic reduction of NO, by means of a nitrogen-
containing reducing agent and is arranged more than 1 meter
downstream of the exhaust gas bend or the turbine outlet of
the engine. The system comprises a particle filter which is in
an underbody position and contains a second SCR catalyst.

The functionalization of ceramic wall flow filter substrates
increasingly appears to be a suitable alternative to the series
arrangement of various catalytic exhaust gas purification
devices when effective particle removal and reduction in the
amount of gaseous exhaust gas constituents have to be
ensured simultaneously. However, conventional filters pro-
vided with SCR catalyst coatings frequently display an exor-
bitant increase in the banking-up pressure during the soot
loading phase and have poor banking-up pressure behavior in
the soot-laden state. Fundamentally, a high banking-up pres-
sure and also a rapid increase in the banking-up pressure is
undesirable in diesel particle filters which are used in motor
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vehicles since in operation this leads to engine power having
to be expended in order to “push” exhaust gas through the
exhaust gas purification system. This engine power is lost to
powering of the vehicle. However, optimal utilization of the
engine power for powering the vehicle is equivalent to an
increase in the effective fuel usage and offers fuel consump-
tion advantages and thus also reduced CO, emissions from
the vehicle. A further result of poor banking-up pressure
behavior is that the filter has to be reactivated more frequently
by active burning-off of soot. Furthermore, conventional
reduction-catalyst-coated filters have a significantly
impaired, passive regeneration behavior compared to
uncoated or oxidation-catalyst-coated embodiments: com-
pared to an uncoated filter, the amount of soot which is oxi-
dized in situ by NO, during operation with loading with soot
and is burnt off in this way is considerably smaller. This
likewise leads to conventional reduction-catalyst-coated fil-
ters frequently having to be actively regenerated, i.e. regen-
erated by targeted heating to above the soot ignition tempera-
ture. Furthermore, a reduced filtration efficiency compared to
other catalytically coated filters has not infrequently been
observed for actively reduction-catalyst-coated filters.
Finally, the reduction catalyst coating displays a poorer long-
term stability in respect of conversion of NO, compared to
conventional SCR catalysts since the more frequent active
particle filter regenerations represent a considerable thermal
stress on the catalytically active coating and lead to acceler-
ated thermal deactivation of the catalytically active sites.

It was an object of the present invention to provide a diesel
particle filter which is functionalized with an SCR-catalyti-
cally active coating and does not have the abovementioned
disadvantages.

This object is achieved by a diesel particle filter containing
a ceramic wall flow filter substrate and two coatings. The first
coating is composed of high-melting point material and is
applied in the inflow channels. It is of such a nature that it
closes the pores in the wall connecting the inflow channels
and outflow channels to soot particles on the inflow side
without preventing passage of the gaseous exhaust gas con-
stituents [FIG. 5]. The second coating is introduced into the
wall between inflow channels and outflow channels and is of
such a nature that it effectively catalyzes the selective reduc-
tion of nitrogen oxides by means of a reducing agent, i.e. this
second coating is an SCR-catalytically active coating.

To functionalize wall flow filter substrates with SCR cata-
lysts, it is necessary to use highly porous filter bodies having
relatively large pore diameters in order to be able to introduce
sufficient amounts of the reduction-catalytically active coat-
ing into the substrate without the banking-up pressure of the
exhaust gas over the component without soot becoming too
great. This relatively high substrate porosity is, as studies by
the inventors have shown, responsible for the reduced filtra-
tion efficiency which is not infrequently observed for conven-
tional reduction-catalyst-coated filters. Furthermore, there is
increased in-wall deep-bed filtration which causes the dra-
matic deterioration in the banking-up pressure behavior of
conventional reduction-catalyst-coated filters during the soot
loading phase.

Wall flow filter substrates are ceramic honeycomb bodies
having inflow and outflow channels which are alternately
closed in a gastight manner. FIG. 1 schematically shows such
a wall flow filter substrate. The particle-containing exhaust
gas flowing into the inflow channels (1) is forced by the
gastight closure stopper (3) located on the outflow side to pass
through the porous wall (4) and leaves the wall flow filter
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substrate again from the outflow channels (2) which are
closed on the inflow side. Diesel soot is filtered out of the
exhaust gas in this way.

The soot filtration in the wall flow filter substrate during
passage through the wall can be described as a two-stage
process. In a first phase, the “deep-bed filtration phase”, soot
particles remain adhering in the pores of the wall on passage
of' the particle-containing exhaust gas through the wall [FIG.
25b]. This leads to a decrease in the pore diameter in the wall
and as a result to a step increase in the banking-up pressure
over the wall flow filter substrate. As soon as the pore diam-
eter has decreased too greatly for medium and relatively large
soot particles to enter the pores, filtercake formation [FIG. 2¢]
commences in the entire inflow channel. During buildup of
the filtercake, the banking-up pressure over the wall flow filter
substrate now increases only linearly with the amount of
diesel soot filtered out. FIG. 3 schematically shows the course
of the banking-up pressure over the wall flow filter starting
from the soot-free filter as a function of the amount of soot
taken up. (1) is the banking-up pressure of the filter without
soot, (2) is the increase during the deep-bed filtration phase
and (3) is the linear increase in banking-up pressure during
the filtercake formation phase.

The above-described two-stage process of soot filtration in
the wall flow filter substrate is generally valid; it is observed
both in uncoated wall flow filter substrates and in wall flow
filter substrates having a catalytically active coating, for
example a reduction-catalytically active coating as described
in EP 1 663 458. The initial configuration of the wall flow
filter influences mainly the initial banking-up pressure of the
component in the state without soot, as can be seen from FIG.
4. Conventional catalytically coated wall flow filter substrates
(2) display a significantly higher initial banking-up pressure
in the state without soot than uncoated wall flow filter sub-
strates (1); however, the general course of the banking-up
pressure curve with increasing soot loading is for the most
part comparable to the general course of the banking-up pres-
sure curve of the uncoated substrate (1). However, in the case
of reduction-catalyst-coated wall flow filter substrates
according to the prior art, the in-wall deep-bed filtration is, as
indicated above, more strongly pronounced, which results in
asteeper rise in the banking-up pressure curve in the deep-bed
filtration curve.

The filter of the invention has, in addition to a (second)
SCR-catalytic coating which is introduced into the wall
between inflow channels and outflow channels, a first coating
which is of such a nature that it closes the pores in the wall
connecting the inflow channels and outflow channels to soot
particles on the inflow side without preventing passage of the
gaseous exhaust gas constituents. This is achieved by means
of'a coating which contains mostly one or more high-melting
point oxides whose particle sizes are matched to the pore sizes
in the wall of the wall flow filter substrate in such a way that
the d,, of the particle size distribution of the oxides is equal to
or greater than the d of the pore size distribution of the wall
flow filter substrate, where at the same time the dy, of the
particle size distribution of the oxides is equal to or greater
than the dy5 of the pore size distribution of the wall flow filter
substrate. Here, the ds,, or the d,, of the particle size distribu-
tion of the oxides is the particle size at which 50% or 90%,
respectively, of the total volume of the oxides contains only
particles whose diameter is smaller than or equal to the value
indicated as ds, or dy, respectively. The ds or the dy5 of the
pore size distribution of the wall flow filter substrate is the
pore size at which 5% or 95%, respectively, of the total pore
volume which can be determined by mercury porosimetry is
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formed by pores whose diameter is smaller than or equal to
the value indicated as d or d,s, respectively.

As an alternative, the function of this first coating can be to
close the pores in the wall between inflow channels and
outtlow channels to soot particles without preventing passage
of the gaseous exhaust gas constituents; in this case, the first
coating can also be a coating which contains mostly a high-
melting point fiber material which is deposited like a gas-
permeable mat over the pore openings and thus makes pen-
etration of even very fine soot particles into the pores
significantly more difficult or, in the most favorable case,
prevents it entirely. A suitable fiber material is selected so that
the average length of the fibers is in the range from 50 to 250
um and the average mass-based diameter of the fibers is equal
to or smaller than the ds, of the pore size distribution of the
wall flow filter substrate, where the d;, of the pore size dis-
tribution of the wall flow filter substrate is the pore size at
which 50% of'the total pore volume which can be determined
by mercury porosimetry is formed by pores whose diameter is
smaller than or equal to the value indicated as d,.

In both cases, this first coating leads to the deep-bed filtra-
tion being significantly decreased and the banking-up pres-
sure increase observed during the deep-bed filtration phase
thus being significantly reduced. FIG. 6 schematically shows
the effect achieved by the applied coating.

The diesel particle filter of the invention contains a second
coating which is introduced into the wall between inflow
channels and outflow channels and is of such a nature that it
effectively catalyzes the selective catalytic reduction of nitro-
gen oxides by means of a reducing agent. This coating con-
tains one or more SCR-catalytically active components.
These are preferably selected from the group consisting of:

(a) iron- and/or copper-exchanged zeolite compounds

selected from among MOR, USY, ZSM-5, ZSM-20,
beta-zeolite, CHA, FER and mixtures thereof; or

(b) iron- and/or copper-exchanged zeolite-like compounds

selected from among SAPO-34 and ALPO-34 and mix-
tures thereof; or

(c) vanadium oxide, titanium oxide, tungsten oxide,

molybdenum oxide, cerium oxide, zirconium oxide,
niobium oxide, iron oxide, manganese oxide or mixtures
or mixed oxides thereof; or

(d) mixtures of (a) and/or (b) and/or (c).

In the subgroup (a) mentioned, particular preference is
given to MOR, ZSM-5, beta-zeolite, CHA and FER and very
particular preference is given to beta-zeolite, CHA and FER.
In the subgroup (b) mentioned, very particular preference is
given to SAPO-34. In the subgroup (¢) mentioned, particular
preference is given to mixed oxides of cerium oxide, zirco-
nium oxide, optionally tungsten oxide, optionally iron oxide
and optionally niobium oxide.

Preferred embodiments of the components of the invention
contain wall flow filter substrates which are made of silicon
carbide, cordierite or aluminum titanate and have pores hav-
ing an average diameter in the range from 5 to 50 um, par-
ticularly preferably from 10 to 25 um, in the walls between
inflow and outflow channels.

The two coatings present in the component of the inven-
tion, of which the first coating (hereinafter referred to as
“overcoat”) serves to prevent deep-bed filtration while the
second coating (hereinafter referred to as “SCR coating™)
serves to catalyze the selective catalytic reduction of nitrogen
oxides effectively, act synergistically. As intended, the over-
coat not only suppresses the in-wall deep-bed filtration but
also increases the filtration efficiency of the filter. The SCR
coating significantly decreases, as intended, the amount of
nitrogen oxides in the exhaust gas penetrating through the
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filter. In addition, the combined action of the two coatings
results in decoupling of the two reactions [(1) and (2)], the
competition between which has a considerable adverse effect
on the passive regeneration behavior of conventional reduc-
tion-catalyst-coated filters: the oxidative reaction of soot par-
ticles with NO, during the regeneration reaction (1) and the
“SCR reaction”, i.e. the comproportionation of NO and NO,
with ammonia (2), which, as is generally known, proceeds
fastest when NO and NO, are present in a ratio of approxi-
mately 1:1:

C+2NO,—CO,+2NO (1)

2NO+2NO,+4NH,; 4N, +61,0 )

The combined action of the two layers present in the com-
ponent of the invention results in the functions being sepa-
rated and the competition between the two reactions being
eliminated. Thus, soot can be reacted considerably more
effectively with NO, without interference by the deNO, effi-
ciency of the SCR coating and the passive regeneration
behavior of the filter can again be significantly improved. The
filter has to be subjected to active regeneration cycles more
rarely. As a result, the thermal stress on the SCR coating
decreases and therefore the long-term stability of the compo-
nent in respect of NO, conversion and thus the effective
deNO, action to be considered over the cycle are increased.

In selecting the material for the first coating which closes
the pores in the wall connecting the inflow channels and
outflow channels to soot particles on the inflow side without
preventing passage of the gaseous exhaust gas constituents, it
has to be noted that the materials used in the overcoat must not
have any oxidation-catalytic activity in respect of ammonia
so that the ammonia entering the filter is available in its
entirety for the SCR reaction. The overcoat therefore advan-
tageously does not contain any platinum. However, the over-
coat can optionally contain palladium which does not have
any oxidation-catalytic activity in respect of ammonia.

In an embodiment of the present invention, the materials
used in the overcoat are not reduction-catalytically active, in
particular not SCR-active. In an alternative embodiment of
the present invention, the materials used in the overcoat are
reduction-catalytically active, in particular SCR-active. In
this case, particular preference is given to the SCR-active
coatings of the first and second layers being different, i.e. not
identical.

In a preferred embodiment, the materials used in the over-
coat do not have an NO, -storing action.

A preferred particle filter according to the invention com-
prises an overcoat which contains mostly one or more high-
melting point oxides. For the overcoat to be of such a nature
that the pores connecting the inflow channels and outflow
channels are closed to soot particles without passage of the
gaseous exhaust gas constituents being prevented, the mate-
rials used for the overcoat also have to be selected carefully
with regard to the nature of the particles. In particular, the
oxides to be used have to have a particle size distribution
matched to the pore size distribution in the wall of the sub-
strate. Correct function of the overcoat is achieved when the
ds, of the particle size distribution of the oxides is equal to or
greater than the d; of the pore size distribution of the wall flow
filter substrate and at the same time the d,,, of the particle size
distribution of the oxides is equal to or greater than the dy5 of
the pore size distribution of the wall flow filter substrate.
(What is meant by the corresponding dx values of the particle
size distribution and of the pore size distribution has been
explained above.) Preference is given to using oxides whose
particle size distribution has a d, greater than or equal to 5
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um at a dg, greater than or equal to 20 um. Particular prefer-
ence is given to oxides having a d5, in the range from 10to 15
um and a dg, in the range from 25 to 40 pm. Oxides having a
ds, of from 10 to 15 um and a dy, of from 30 to 35 um are
preferably used. The latter not only have an optimized func-
tion in respect of reducing the deep-bed filtration but also
display particularly good adhesion to the wall flow filter
substrate.

In the case of some oxides, the particle size ranges required
can readily be set by targeted premilling of the oxide before
introduction into the wall flow filter substrate. To be able to
utilize this advantage comprehensively and also achieve the
required reaction properties of the overcoat, the oxides of the
overcoat are preferably selected from the group consisting of
aluminum oxide, rare earth metal-stabilized aluminum oxide,
rare earth metal sesquioxide and mixtures thereof. Particular
preference is given to aluminum oxide or rare earth metal-
stabilized aluminum oxide.

To ensure very optimal function of the oxidic overcoat
combined with a very low influence of the coating preventing
deep-bed filtration on the initial banking-up pressure, the
overcoat is preferably applied in a layer thickness of from 10
to 150 um, particularly preferably from 20 to 100 um, in the
inflow channels of the wall flow filter substrate. In the case of
the abovementioned choice of possible oxidic overcoat mate-
rials, such layer thicknesses can be obtained at a loading of
from 1 to 50 g/1 of solid, based on the volume of the wall flow
filter substrate. Particular preference is given to loadings of
from 1 to 20 g/l of solid, very particularly advantageously
layer thicknesses of from 1 to 10 g/l of solid, based on the
volume of the wall flow filter substrate.

To produce a diesel particle filter according to the invention
having an oxidic overcoat, it is possible to use, for example, a
conventional functionalized diesel particle filter which has an
SCR-catalytically active coating in the wall between inflow
and outflow channels as base component. The overcoat which
reduces deep-bed filtration is then applied thereto. To produce
the overcoat, a suitable oxide is selected and suspended in an
amount of water which is at least twice the pore volume of the
selected oxide. The aqueous suspension of the oxide obtained
in this way is optionally milled by means of'a Dyno mill until
the required particle size distribution is obtained. The addi-
tion of auxiliaries to increase the sedimentation stability of
the suspension at this stage of the production process is not
harmful for the function of the overcoat to be produced as
long as these auxiliaries can be completely removed ther-
mally during the calcination in the last preparation step. The
addition of adhesion-promoting agents such as silica and
other inorganic sols is also not harmful as long as their oxidic
calcination residues are neither ammonia-oxidation-catalyti-
cally active nor SCR-catalytically active in the component.
The suspension is, after optional adjustment of the particle
size distribution by milling, pumped into the inflow channels
of the wall flow filter substrate to be coated. After complete
filling of the inflow channels with the suspension, the excess
suspension is sucked out again from the wall flow filter sub-
strate. Here, the suction power has to be selected so that the
prescribed loading remains as solid in the inflow channel at
the end of the procedure. The wall flow filter substrate accord-
ing to the invention which has been produced in this way is
dried at from 80 to 180° C. in a stream of hot air and subse-
quently calcined at from 250 to 600° C., preferably from 300
to 500° C. After calcination, it is ready to use without further
treatment.

A further preferred particle filter according to the invention
comprises an overcoat which contains mostly a high-melting
point fiber material. The fiber material has to have such a
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nature that in the inflow channels it forms a gas-permeable
mat over the openings of the pores in the wall and thus makes
entry of even very fine soot particles into the pores signifi-
cantly more difficult or, in the most favorable case, largely
prevents it. To ensure this, the fiber material has to be selected
so that the average length of the fibers is in the range from 50
to 250 um and the average mass-based diameter of the fibers
is equal to or smaller than the d, of the pore size distribution
of the wall flow filter substrate. The d, of the pore size
distribution of the wall flow filter substrate is the pore size at
which 50% of'the total pore volume which can be determined
by mercury porosimetry is formed by pores whose diameter is
smaller than or equal to the value indicated as ds,. Preference
is given to using fibers having an average fiber length of from
100 to 150 pm and an average mass-based diameter of the
fibers of from 5 to 15 um.

As also described above, as an alternative to oxides to be
used, the fiber material can neither display oxidation-cata-
Iytic activity in respect of ammonia nor be reduction-catalyti-
cally, in particular SCR-catalytically, active. Furthermore, the
fiber material has to be heat-resistant to such an extent that it
withstands the normal operating and regeneration tempera-
tures of the diesel particle filter in the range from 100 to 900°
C., i.e. the melting point of the fibers has to be above 900° C.
Many fiber materials which meet these technical require-
ments, for example asbestos, mullite, mineral wool having
small fiber diameters and aluminum oxide fibers, release car-
cinogenic fiber dusts and/or display reduction-catalytic activ-
ity in respect of nitrogen oxides in the presence of ammonia.
The fiber material used in the diesel particle filter of the
invention is therefore preferably selected from the group of
materials which are unproblematical in terms of health, con-
sisting of rock wool, natural stone fibers and mineral wool
having fiber diameters greater than 5 um. Particular prefer-
ence is given to using natural stone fibers. Such natural stone
fibers consist predominantly of silicon dioxide, aluminum
oxide, calcium oxide and magnesium oxide. They can addi-
tionally contain iron oxide and alkali metal oxides, in particu-
lar potassium oxide and sodium oxide. Suitable natural stone
fibers are obtained, for example, from molten basalt. They can
be obtained in various forms as insulation materials in the
building materials trade.

The use of high-melting point fiber material for producing
the overcoat enables the overcoat layer thicknesses in the
component of the invention to be reduced to from 1 to 50 pm.
An overcoat composed of high-melting point fiber material
preferably has a layer thickness of from 3 to 30 um. This can
be obtained by means of an overcoat loading of from 1 to 30
g/1 of solid, based on the volume of the wall flow filter sub-
strate. Particular preference is given to loadings of from 2 to
15 g/1 of solid, very particularly advantageously loadings of
from 2 to 5 g/1 of solid, based on the volume of the wall flow
filter substrate.

The production of a diesel particle filter according to the
invention having an overcoat containing high-melting point
fiber material can likewise be carried out using a conventional
wall flow filter substrate having an SCR-catalytically active
coating in the wall by suspending the fiber material in a
sufficient amount of water and pumping the suspension
through the wall flow filter substrate from the inflow side.
Here, the amount of suspension pumped into the substrate has
to be selected so that the amount of fiber material obtained
therein corresponds to the solids loading to be applied. A
correspondingly high pump pressure is necessary for pump-
ing the aqueous suspension through the wall. Small amounts
of'adhesion-promoting auxiliaries can optionally be added to
the coating suspension as long as their particle sizes are large
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enough for them to remain in the interstices between the fibers
and not penetrate into the pores between inflow and outflow
channels. Silica and other inorganic sols may also be possible
as adhesion-promoting auxiliaries as long as their oxidic cal-
cination residues in the component are neither ammonia-
oxidation-catalytically active nor SCR-catalytically active.
After pumping the coating suspension through, the wall flow
filter substrate is dried at 80 to 180° C. in a stream of hot air
and subsequently calcined at from 250 to 600° C., preferably
from 300 to 500° C. After calcination, it is ready to use
without further treatment.
Compared to the production of a diesel particle filter
according to the invention having an oxidic overcoat, in the
case of production of a diesel particle filter according to the
invention having a fiber overcoat, the coating suspension
must not be sucked out from the inflow channels of the wall
flow filter substrate since the suction stress would result in
tearing-open of the introduced fiber mat and thus exposure of
pores. The pores exposed in this way would continue to be
accessible for soot particles; as aresult, an increased degree of
deep-bed filtration, a deterioration in the active and passive
regeneration behavior and an at least partial deterioration in
the long-term stability of the resulting component in respect
of'the NO, conversion activity would be observed.
In a further preferred embodiment, palladium can be added
as oxidation-catalytically active component to the first coat-
ing which comprises mostly one or more high-melting point
oxides (i.e. the oxidic overcoat) by mixing-in or impregna-
tion. Palladium displays oxidation-catalytic activity in
respect of residual hydrocarbons (HC) and carbon monoxide
(CO) but not in respect of ammonia. The synergistic com-
bined action of overcoat and SCR coating is therefore not
adversely aftected by the palladium. In addition, such a filter
according to the invention acquires the ability to oxidize HC
and CO, which are formed in increased amounts as secondary
emission during active regeneration, to undamaging CO, and
thus remove them directly.
The filter of the invention is particularly suitable for
decreasing the amount of nitrogen oxides and particles in the
exhaust gas from diesel engines. In the particular Pd-contain-
ing embodiment, the filter of the invention also decreases the
amount of HC and CO and is therefore suitable for purifying
the exhaust gases of diesel engines.
The invention is illustrated below with the aid of some
figures and an example. The figures show:
FIG. 1: Schematic depiction of a wall flow filter substrate;
part (1a) of the figure shows the plan view onto the end face
with alternating open channels (shown in white) and
channels closed in a gastight manner (shown in black);

part (16) of the figure shows a section of the wall flow filter
substrate as an in-principle sketch which indicates the
mode of operation; here:

the arrows denote the flow direction of the exhaust gas:

(1) denotes an inflow channel;

(2) denotes an outflow channel;

(3) denotes a gastight closure stopper;

(4) denotes the porous, i.e. gas-permeable, wall.

FIG. 2: Schematic depiction of the soot filtration process in
a wall flow filter substrate; here:

the arrows denote the flow direction of the exhaust gas:

(1) denotes an inflow channel;

(2) denotes an outflow channel;

part (2a) of the figure shows an enlarged section of the wall

of the wall flow filter substrate with pore;

part (2b) of the figure schematically shows the course of the

deep-bed filtration;
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part (2¢) of the figure schematically shows the course of
filtercake formation.

FIG. 3: Schematic depiction of the development of the
banking-up pressure over a wall flow filter substrate as a
function of the amount of soot taken up; here

(1) denotes the initial banking-up pressure in the soot-free
state;

(2) denotes the banking-up pressure increase during the
deep-bed filtration phase;

(3) denotes the increase in the banking-up pressure during
the filtercake formation phase.

FIG. 4: Schematic depiction of the development of the
banking-up pressure over different wall flow filter substrates
as a function of the amount of soot taken up; here

(1) denotes the development of the banking-up pressure
over an uncoated wall flow filter substrate;

(2) denotes the development of the banking-up pressure
over a wall flow filter substrate with catalytic coating or
soot ignition coating.

FIG. 5: Schematic depiction of a section of a diesel particle
filter according to the invention containing a ceramic wall
flow filter substrate and a coating (6) composed of high-
melting point material, which coating is applied in the inflow
channels (1) and is of such a nature that it closes the pores (5)
in the wall (4) connecting the inflow channels (1) and the
outflow channels (2) to soot particles (7) on the inflow side
without preventing passage of the gaseous exhaust gas con-
stituents.

(The SCR-~catalytically active coating present in the wall is
not shown for the sake of improved clarity of the draw-
ing.)

FIG. 6: Schematic depiction of the development of the

banking-up pressure

(1) over awall flow filter substrate according to the prior art
without a coating which reduces deep-bed filtration;

(2) over a wall flow filter substrate according to the inven-
tion having a coating which reduces deep-bed filtration.

EXAMPLE

A ceramic wall flow filter substrate type C650 from NGK
having a diameter of 14.3764 cm and a length 0f 15.24 cm and
having 46.5 cells per square centimeter and a wall thickness
of 0.3048 mm was provided in a first step with an SCR-
catalytically active coating. For this purpose, a beta-zeolite
exchanged with 3% by weight of iron was firstly suspended in
water and the resulting suspension was milled by means of a
Dyno mill until the particle size distribution had a d, ,, below
7 um. The suspension was, after setting of a suitable solids
content of about 30%, introduced into the walls of the above-
mentioned wall flow filter substrate by pumping into the
inflow channels and subsequent sucking out. The filter was
subsequently dried for one hour at 120° C. in a fluidized bed
and calcined for 30 minutes at 350° C. in a heating blower.
The amount of SCR-catalytically active coating applied was
about 100 g/1in the finished diesel particle filter, based on the
volume of the component.

In a second coating step, the reduction-catalytically active
diesel particle filter obtained in this way was provided with an
oxidic overcoat which reduces deep-bed filtration.

To produce a suitable coating suspension for the overcoat,
a suitable amount of aluminum oxide stabilized with 3% by
weight of lanthanum sesquioxide was suspended by stirring
in an amount of water corresponding approximately to 2.5
times the water absorption of the oxide used. The resulting
suspension was milled by means of a Dyno mill until the
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particle size distribution had a d,, appropriately matched to
the pore size distribution of the substrate used of 7.36 um and
a dg of 17.82 pm.

The suspension was, after setting of a suitable solids con-
tent of about 4% of solids, applied to the previously SCR-
catalyst-coated diesel particle filter by pumping the coating
suspension into the inflow channels and subsequent sucking
out. The filter was subsequently dried for two hours at 120° C.
in a heating blower and, after heat treatment for half an hour
in the heating blower at 350° C., calcined for two hours at
500° C. in a static furnace. The loading assigned to the over-
coat in the finished reduction-catalytically active coated die-
sel particle filter was 10 g/l based on the volume of the
component.

The invention claimed is:

1. A diesel particle filter, comprising:

aceramic wall flow filter substrate comprising inflow chan-

nels open at a first end of the wall flow filter substrate,
outflow channels open at a second end of the wall flow
filter substrate, and channel walls extending between the
inflow channels and the outflow channels, the channel
walls comprising pores that extend from openings at an
inflow side to openings at an outflow side;

afirst coating in the inflow channels, the first coating form-

ing closures at pore openings at the inflow sides of the
channel walls that inhibit soot particles from entering
the pores at the inflow sides without preventing passage
of gaseous exhaust gas constituents through the pores;
and

a second coating inside the channel walls, the second coat-

ing being one that effectively catalyzes selective reduc-
tion of nitrogen oxides when in the presence of a reduc-
ing agent.

2. The diesel particle filter as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the materials used in the first coating do not have any oxida-
tion-catalytic activity with ammonia.

3. The diesel particle filter as claimed in claim 2, wherein
the second coating contains one or more SCR-catalytically
active components selected from the group consisting of:

(a) iron- and/or copper-exchanged zeolite compounds

selected from among MOR, USY, ZSM-5, ZSM-20,
beta-zeolite, CHA, FER, and mixtures thereof; or

(b) iron- and/or copper-exchanged zeolite-like compounds

selected from among SAPO-34, ALPO-34, and mix-
tures thereof; or

(c) vanadium oxide, titanium oxide, tungsten oxide,

molybdenum oxide, cerium oxide, zirconium oxide,
niobium oxide, iron oxide, manganese oxide, mixtures
thereof, and mixed oxides thereof; or

(d) mixtures of at least two of (a), (b), and (c).

4. The diesel particle filter as claimed in claim 2, wherein

the first coating comprises, as a majority, one or more

oxides,

the d, of the particle size distribution of the oxides in the

first coating is equal to or greater than the d of the pore
size distribution of the pores in the channel walls of the
wall flow filter substrate,

the dy, of the particle size distribution of the oxides in the

first coating is equal to or greater than the dy5 of the pore
size distribution of the pores in the channel walls of the
wall flow filter substrate,

the ds, or the d,, of the particle size distribution of the

oxides is the particle size at which 50% or 90%, respec-
tively, of the total volume of the oxides contains only
particles having diameters smaller than or equal to the
value indicated as ds, or dy, respectively, and
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the d; orthe dy5 of the pore size distribution of the wall flow
filter substrate is the pore size at which 5% or 95%,
respectively, of the total pore volume that can be deter-
mined by mercury porosimetry is formed of pores hav-
ing diameters smaller than or equal to the value indicated
as ds or dgs, respectively.
5. The diesel particle filter as claimed in claim 2, wherein
the first coating comprises:
as a majority, one or more oxides; and
palladium, as an oxidation-catalytically active component.
6. The diesel particle filter as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the second coating contains one or more SCR-catalytically
active components selected from the group consisting of:
(a) iron- and/or copper-exchanged zeolite compounds
selected from among MOR, USY, ZSM-5, ZSM-20,
beta-zeolite, CHA, FER, and mixtures thereof; or
(b) iron- and/or copper-exchanged zeolite-like compounds
selected from among SAPO-34, ALPO-34, and mix-
tures thereof; or
(¢) vanadium oxide, titanium oxide, tungsten oxide,
molybdenum oxide, cerium oxide, zirconium oxide,
niobium oxide, iron oxide, manganese oxide, mixtures
thereof, and mixed oxides thereof; or
(d) mixtures of at least two of (a), (b), and (c).
7. The diesel particle filter as claimed in claim 6, wherein
the first coating comprises, as a majority, one or more
oxides
the d, of the particle size distribution of the oxides in the
first coating is equal to or greater than the d5 of the pore
size distribution of the pores in the channel walls of the
wall flow filter substrate,
the dy, of the particle size distribution of the oxides in the
first coating is equal to or greater than the dy5 of the pore
size distribution of the pores in the channel walls of the
wall flow filter substrate,
the ds, or the d,, of the particle size distribution of the
oxides is the particle size at which 50% or 90%, respec-
tively, of the total volume of the oxides contains only
particles having diameters smaller than or equal to the
value indicated as d,, or dy, respectively, and
the d; orthe dy5 of the pore size distribution of the wall flow
filter substrate is the pore size at which 5% or 95%,
respectively, of the total pore volume that can be deter-
mined by mercury porosimetry is formed of pores hav-
ing diameters smaller than or equal to the value indicated
as ds or dgs, respectively.
8. The diesel particle filter as claimed in claim 6, wherein
the wall flow filter substrate comprises silicon carbide,
cordierite, or aluminum titanate, and
the pores present in the channel walls between inflow and
outflow channels have an average diameter in the range
from 5 to 50 um.
9. The diesel particle filter as claimed in claim 6, wherein
the first coating comprises, as a majority, a fiber material
comprising fibers with an average length in the range
from 50 to 250 um, and an average mass-based diameter
equal to or smaller than the ds, of the pore size distribu-
tion of the pores in the channel walls of the wall flow
filter substrate,
the d, of the pore size distribution of the pores in the
channel walls of the wall flow filter substrate is the pore
size at which 50% of the total pore volume that can be
determined by mercury porosimetry is formed of pores
having diameters smaller than or equal to the value indi-
cated as ds,.
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10. The diesel particle filter as claimed in claim 1, wherein

the first coating comprises, as a majority, one or more

oxides,

the d, of the particle size distribution of the oxides in the

first coating is equal to or greater than the d of the pore
size distribution of the pores in the channel walls of the
wall flow filter substrate,

the dy, of the particle size distribution of the oxides in the

first coating is equal to or greater than the dy5 of the pore
size distribution of the pores in the channel walls of the
wall flow filter substrate,

the ds, or the d,, of the particle size distribution of the

oxides is the particle size at which 50% or 90%, respec-
tively, of the total volume of the oxides contains only
particles having diameters smaller than or equal to the
value indicated as ds, or dy, respectively, and

the d; or the dy5 of the pore size distribution of the wall flow

filter substrate is the pore size at which 5% or 95%,
respectively, of the total pore volume that can be deter-
mined by mercury porosimetry is formed of pores hav-
ing diameters smaller than or equal to the value indicated
as ds or dys, respectively.

11. The diesel particle filter as claimed in claim 10, wherein
the oxides in the first coating have a particle size distribution
having a ds, greater than or equal to 5 um and a d,, greater
than or equal to 20 pm.

12. The diesel particle filter as claimed in claim 11, wherein
the oxides in the first coating are selected from the group
consisting of aluminum oxide, rare earth metal-stabilized
aluminum oxide, rare earth metal sesquioxide, and mixtures
thereof.

13. The diesel particle filter as claimed in claim 12, wherein
the first coating has a layer thickness of from 10 to 150 pm.

14. The diesel particle filter as claimed in claim 1, wherein

the first coating comprises, as a majority, a fiber material

comprising fibers with an average length in the range
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from 50 to 250 um and an average mass-based diameter
equal to or smaller than the d,, of the pore size distribu-
tion of the pores in the channel walls of the wall flow
filter substrate,

the d, of the pore size distribution of the pores in the
channel walls of the wall flow filter substrate is the pore
size at which 50% of the total pore volume that can be
determined by mercury porosimetry is formed of pores
having diameters smaller than or equal to the value indi-
cated as ds,.

15. The diesel particle filter as claimed in claim 14, wherein

the fiber material is selected from the group consisting of
rock wool, natural stone fibers, and mineral wool, and

fibers in the fiber material have fiber diameters greater than
5 pm.

16. The diesel particle filter as claimed in claim 15, wherein

the first coating has a layer thickness of from 1 to 50 pm.

17. The diesel particle filter as claimed in claim 1, wherein

the wall flow filter substrate comprises silicon carbide,
cordierite, or aluminum titanate, and

the pores present in the channel walls have an average
diameter in the range from 5 to 50 um.

18. The diesel particle filter as claimed in claim 1, wherein

the first coating comprises:

as a majority, one or more oxides, and
palladium, as an oxidation-catalytically active component.
19. A method for purifying the exhaust gases of a diesel

engine, comprising:

utilizing a diesel particle filter according to claim 18 in a
diesel engine exhaust stream.
20. A method of decreasing the amount of nitrogen oxides

and particles in an exhaust gas from a diesel engine, compris-
ing:

utilizing a diesel particle filter according to claim 1 in a
diesel engine exhaust stream.
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